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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

March 2,2008 
ASSOClATlON of 
GOVERNMENTS 

Maim Office 
I-Ionorable Riclzard Dixon 
Counc~lmern'6cr 

818 West Sevenrh Street 22365 EI Toro Road 
12th Haor , PMB 292 

r (21 3) 2i6-1600 Dear Councihember Dixon: 
ti2131 2361325 

Officers 
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Harry Bsltkin, k n  Gabrid 

The TCA Foothill Transportation Canidor-South @TC.S) project has been 
a parr of the SCAG Regional Transpanation Plan (RTP) and designated as 
a Transportation Control Measure (TCM) since 1991. As a committed 
Transportation Control Measure (TCM) identified in the South Coax 
Ozone Srate Implemm~ation Plan (SIP) and part of lbe confomiq SCAG 
RTP/RTIP, FTC-S must be implemented or another TCM project must be 
substiruted to achieve equivalent emissior-1 reductions. 

TCMs are defined ,h US.  EPA's Traasportation Conformity Rule as 
srraregies that adjust uip patrems or otherwise modify vehicle use in ways 
hat  reduce air pollutm emissions as part of the overall conhol suaregy to 
demonstrate the region's ability to come into attainment with rhe Nariond 

Poiicy ComrnittoaChairr Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
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The Transportatioa Conformity Rule also dehes the criteria and 
procedures for timely implementation of TCMs. It is SCAG's 
responsibility to ensure that TCM strategies are funded in a manner 
consistent with the implementation schedule established in the RTIP at the 
time a project is idmtified as a committed TCM. If she implemenration of 
a TCM strategy is delayed, or if a TCM suaregy is only partially 
implemented, rhe emission reducrion sbonfdl must be made up by either 
substituting a new TCM strategy or by enhancing other control measures 
through the formal TCM substitution process speciied in the Clean Au Act 
and SAFETEA-LU. 

If conformity cannot be found because rhc TCM is nor implemented and 
not substitured, thcn no new projecrs or changes to projects can be 
amended into the R T P  or RTP during a one-yeale grace period. IT 
conformity is not demonstrated after the grace period, then no projecr other 
than excmpl proj ecrs (e.g., snfery projects and TCMs) resardless o f  funding 
source can procced. T h i s  nlsans thar cven projects m d e d  solely with local 

The fwgianal Coundl iscompr~sed of 75 elecred dflcials representing 187 cider slx coumles. 
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monies (e.g., Messuro M - Orange County, Measure I - San Bernardino 
, County, Measure A - Riverside County) would be held up unul the 

conformity issue is resolved. For example. Orange Counry projecrs that 
could be in jeopardy include the following CMIA projec~s: widening the 
SR-57 from Katella ro Lincoln and from Omgerhorpe to Lambea, and 
widening the SR-9 1 from rhe SR-55 to Weir Canyon and fiom SR-241 to 
SR-71. 

As a case in point of the consequences of a conformity lapse, in she Iate 
1990's, Atlanta, Georgia was not able to proceed wirh projects for several 
years until the issues with their conformity lapse were resolved. 

Please note rwo critical points regarding substitution of rhis TCM. First, 
any issues with substitution of the project would jeopardize conformity not 
only for Orange County, but for the entire South Coast Air Basin which 
includes the non-desen portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and San 
Bernardino Countics as well as Omge County. Second, the Clean Air Act 
and the Transportation Conformity Rule require subsritution of a TCM 
with anorher TCM or TCMs - one c m o t  substitute a non-TCM project. 
Thus, the widening of the L5 would not be an allowable substitute as U.S. 
EPA and FHWA do not consider capacity projects as TCMs. 

* 

SCAG is proceeding with analytical work to determine the emissions 
benefits with FTC-S. We will share this information with you as soon as it 
is available.. SCAG is committed to work closely with TCA and other 
scak&oldas on rkis project. 

Please let me know if you require additional infomuon. Please also feel 
free to contact me at (213)~ 236-1944, or Jonathan Nitdlcr, Program 
Manager, Air Quality & Conformity, (213) 236-1884, to discuss further. 

Sincerely, 

Hasan Ikhma 
Executive Director 


